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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Transit 
Administration 
 

March 30, 2020 

Julianne Polanco 
California State Historic Preservation Officer 
Office of Historic Preservation 
California Department of Parks and Recreation 
1725 23rd Street, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95816  
 
Attention: Ms. Natalie Lindquist, State Historian  
 

Re: Revised APE and NRHP Eligibility Determinations 
for West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
(FTA_2018_1224_001) 

Dear Ms. Polanco: 

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in coordination with the Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA), is continuing consultation with the 
California State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (36 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 800) for the West Santa Ana Branch 
(WSAB) Transit Corridor Project (Project). This letter requests your comments on revisions to 
the Area of Potential Effects (APE) as well as concurrence on the determinations of eligibility 
that were completed for this Project pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4. 

The APE map with highlighted revisions is shown in Attachment A. Attachment B contains the 
summary of determinations of historic property eligibility for the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP). The West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Cultural Resources Survey Report 
provides information on the results of a records search conducted through the California 
Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS), Section 106 consultation and Native 
American consultation, archival research, and historic properties identification efforts undertaken 
for the Project (Attachment C). 

Background 
The Project is a proposed light rail transit line that would extend through Southeast Los Angeles 
County. The Project includes four Build Alternatives, referred to as Alternatives 1, 2, 3, and 4.  

90 7th Street 
Suite 15-300 
San Francisco, CA  94103-6701 
415-734-9490 

REGION IX 
Arizona, California, 
Hawaii, Nevada, Guam 
American Samoa, 
Northern Mariana Islands 
 

888 South Figueroa Street 
Suite 440 
Los Angeles, CA  90017-5467 
213-202-3950 
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A. Area of Potential Effects Map 
B. Determinations of Eligibility Table 
C. West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Cultural Resources Survey Report (March 

2020) 

CC: Meghna Khanna, West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project, Senior Director, 
Countywide Planning & Development, LACMTA 
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Meeting with 
Office of Historic Preservation 

Meeting with Office of Historic Preservation  
 

Date Time 

Wednesday, September 9, 2020 2:00 – 3:00 PM 

Location Conference Call Information 

Conference Call Microsoft Teams Meeting 

 
A. Attendee List 

Name Agency / Company Email Contact Number 

Brenda Perez FTA brenda.perez@dot.gov 213-629-8603 

Mary Nguyen FTA Mary.Nguyen@dot.gov 213-202-3960 

Jeanne Ogar  In support of FTA jeanne@gpaconsulting-us.com 310-792-2690 

Brianna Pilkinton In support of FTA bmpilkinton@burnsmcd.com 858-320-2953 

Natalie Lindquist OHP Natalie.Lindquist@parks.ca.gov  

Alicia Perez OHP Alicia.Perez@parks.ca.gov  

Meghna Khanna Metro  KhannaM@metro.net 213-922-3931 

Sharon Kelly WSP Sharon.Kelly@wsp.com 503-478-2835 

Gina Escalante WSP Gina.Escalante@wsp.com 213-896-5666 

Kristin Carlson WSP Kristin.Carlson@wsp.com 619-321-4180 

Nathan Maack WSP Nathan.Maack@wsp.com 213-443-7455 

Stephanie Foell WSP Stephanie.Foell@wsp.com 410-752-9627 

Shannon Carmack Rincon scarmack@rinconconsultants.com 501-239-5860  

Rachel Perzel Rincon rperzel@rinconconsultants.com 732-233-3997 
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Name Agency / Company Email Contact Number 

Christopher Duran Rincon cduran@rinconconsultants.com 501-239-5860 

B. Summary 

Meeting attendees provided introductions and FTA and Metro staff provided an overview of 
the meeting agenda and description of the West Santa Ana Branch (WSAB) Project. This 
project is a Metro priority project and a 28 by ’28 project in support of the 2028 Olympic 
Games.  

Regarding the Cultural Resources Survey Report, Ms. Lindquist stated that comments on the 
report would be provided to FTA/Metro during the week of September 7 or 14, 2020, 
dependent on conditions related to wildfires. She stated that the comments pertained to 
clarifications. She asked if pedestrian archaeological surveys were completed for the areas of 
expanded Area of Potential Effects (APE). Ms. Carmack stated that the areas in the expanded 
APE are built out/paved and surveys were not required. The areas were in the previously 
conducted record search, which encompassed a 1-mile radius from the project.  

The purpose of the meeting is to focus on the I-105/Century Freeway-Transitway Historic 
District (historic district) and the proposed effects assessment conducted for this district. 
Effects to archaeological resources are dependent on which alternative is selected as the 
Locally Preferred Alternative. Not all of the alternatives would result in an adverse affect to 
archeological resources. For example, only Alternative 1 would terminate at Los Angeles 
Union Station and potentially affect historic resources at that location.  Consultation with 
OHP regarding effects and any necessary treatment for archeological resources will be 
updated when a Locally Preferred Alternative is identified.  This may occur mid-2021. 

In comparison, all four alternatives under consideration would require modification of the 
character-defining features associated with the historic district.  Therefore, the purpose of this 
meeting is discuss approach to the evaluation of effects to the historic district. Ms. Carmack 
presented a PowerPoint with information about the historic district, proposed changes to the 
character-defining features, and a discussion of the proposed effects assessment of No 
Adverse Effect to the historic district. The presentation is attached to this meeting summary. 

Attendees discussed the following points: 

�x Ms. Lindquist stated that she was the Office of Historic Preservation reviewer when 
the I-105/Century Freeway-Transitway Historic District was submitted by Caltrans for 
concurrence on the eligibility determination so she is familiar with this unique historic 
property.  
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�x Ms. Lindquist did not have an objection to the proposed effects assessment of No 
Adverse Effect. She stated that activities can occur within the district that would 
maintain the premise of why the district is eligible. In particular, light rail transit in the 
median of I-105, high occupancy vehicle lanes, and the traffic control system were 
important and innovative components of the district. However, these elements are 
dynamic. 

�x Effects to archaeological resources will inform the overall Finding of Effect for the 
project. The Metro Board will select the Locally Preferred Alternative, which will 
determine the determine the northern terminus of the project. The archaeological 
concerns are largely associated with Los Angeles Union Station. FTA/Metro anticipate 
providing the Effects Report with the finding of effect to OHP for concurrence in early 
2022.  

C. Action Items 

�x OHP to send comments on APE/Survey Report week of September 7 or 14, contingent 
on potential effects from wildfires 

�x FTA to send OHP link to Dropbox with Survey Report and the archaeology excerpt 
from Survey Report  

�x FTA to provide meeting summary 



State Historic Preservation Officer
September 9, 2020
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1. Introductions

2. West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor (WSAB) Project Overview

3. Summary of Previous SHPO Correspondence and WSAB Survey Report Findings 

4. Discussion of Historic Properties and Effects

a) I-105/Century Freeway-Transitway Historic District (Historic District) NRHP Eligibility 
and Character-Defining Features 

b) Proposed Project Components at I-105

c) Preliminary Effects Analysis  

5. Project Benefits 

6. Project Schedule

7. Conclusion 

Meeting Agenda



WSAB Project Overview

3

�ƒ 19 miles 

�ƒ 12 new stations

Four Build Alternatives

Alternative 1:Los Angeles Union Station to 
Pioneer Station 

Alternative 2: 7th St/Metro Center to Pioneer 
Station 

Alternative 3: Slauson/A Line (Blue) to Pioneer 
Station  

Alternative 4: I-105/C Line (Green) to Pioneer 
Station

Design Option 1 (Alternative 1)
Northern terminus behind MWD Building 
on east side of LAUS, not at LAUS 
Forecourt

Design Option 2 (Alternative 1)
Adds the Little Tokyo Station
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Previous SHPO Correspondence 

�ƒ December 2018: Consultation initiated; APE submitted to SHPO. 

�ƒ January 18, 2019: Questions received from SHPO regarding APE and survey methods.

�ƒ April 26, 2019: FTA provided a revised APE and responses.

�ƒ May 29, 2019: Following requested modifications, APE received concurrence from SHPO.

�ƒ March 30, 2020: Survey Report and updated APE submitted to SHPO.

WSAB Survey Report Findings (Awaiting SHPO Response)

• Identification of 8 archaeological sites in the direct APE.

• Identification of 54 built environment resources in the APE.

• The I-105/Century Freeway-Transitway is one of the previously identified historic 
properties noted in the WSAB Survey Report.   

SHPO Correspondence to Date



5

�ƒ Preliminary effects assessment for the WSAB Project:

• No adverse effect to built environment historic properties

• Potential adverse effects to five archeological resources

�ƒ Focus: Preliminary effects assessment for I-105/Century Freeway Historic District (Historic 
District).  

• Historic District intersects WSAB Project APE in South Gate

• Project includes modification of small portion of Historic District

�ƒ Proposed Project elements preliminarily evaluated for adverse effects:

• Bridge Modification (Demolition and Reconstruction)

• C (Green) Line Track Reconfiguration and I-105 Lane Realignment

• Construction of Infill LRT Station and Vertical Circulation Elements

Discussion of Historic Properties and Effects
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�ƒ District boundaries encompass the 
Caltrans right-of-way from California 
Street in El Segundo to Studebaker 
Road in Norwalk.

�ƒ Meets Criteria Consideration G, 
with a period of significance of 1968 
through 1995.

�ƒ Determined eligible for the NRHP 
under Criteria A and C at the state 
level of significance in the areas of 
engineering, transportation, and 
social history.

Photograph Credit: Smith and Harper 2019
Note: areas depicted in photographs are not within the Project APE 

I-105/Century Freeway-Transitway Historic District
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�ƒ The APE encompasses roughly 1.65 
miles, or just under 10 % of the over 
18.1-mile-long linear District.

�ƒ The District is located in all four 
Project Alternatives.

�ƒ Intersects with the Project APE in 
South Gate. 

�ƒ Potential effects: three bridges and the 
Caltrans right-of-way.

I-105/Century Freeway-Transitway Historic District
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